CITATION NO.    173872

Petitioner  alleges   that   on January  16,   1980,   special   protective
clothing was   not   provided   to  emplbyees   in violation  of 30  C.F.R.
55-50.6. J.    Employees  were  observed  working  on   a  chemical   vat   that had
previously been  used   in  a cyanide milling   process.     The   liquid  solution of
cyanide   liberated   from  the  vat  was   observed   as   having   saturated  an  area of
sand  approximately  10   feet   by 10  feet.     The   employees   were   required  to  work
over  and  walk  through   the   sand   and   liquid  material.     The   employees  were
wearing   leather boots  with   neoprene   soles.     One  employee  was   wearing
leather  gloves,   and   one  was   not.     Thus,   the   employees   were   wearing no
special   protective  clothing.

When  the  samples,   taken   from the   liquid   solution   and   sand  that  was
directly under   the vats   where  workers  were  standing,   were   analysed by  a
laboratory,   it   was   found   that   they contained   quantities  of  cyanide.     The
testimony was  undisputed   that   the  workers   could  have  become   ill   from
contact   with   the   cyanide  while  using  no   special   protective   clothing.

Petitioner has   shown by  preponderance  of  the  evidence   that   there  was   a
violation of   the   cited  regulation.     The   Citation   should  be   affirmed,

CITATION NO.   173873

.    Petitioner   alleges   that  hazardous material   was  being   stored  in the
corrugated metal  building   in  an  open 55  gallon  drum which   was  not   labeled
to   indicate   the  hazardous  material  contained   therein,   namely,   ore  con-
centrate material   containing  cyanide.     A violation of  30  G.F.R,   55.
16-4 ~L*  was   alleged,

'The  evidence   is   undisputed   that   the  drum was   not   labeled,     A sample
taken  from  the   drum was   analyzed  by   a   laboratory   and   it  was   found  to
contain  cyanide,    .Petitioner's  witness   testified   without   rebuttal  that  had
the material  been  picked  up by  an  employee,   the   cyanide  could have been
absorbed   into  the   skin  and  could have  caused   illness.

Since  the material   allegations   of Petitioner  have  been   proven by  a
preponderance  of   the  evidence,   the  Citation   should be   affirmed.

4/    Mandatory.     Hazardous materials   shall   be   stored   in  containers  of  a type
approved   for   such  use  by  recognized   agencies;   such  containers   shall be
labeled   appropriately.
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